
Begin with faithfulness

 
01  Colossians 3:23-24

Paraphrase: Bring wholehearted care to your work, as an act of service to God rather than something done only to 
please people. God sees and values faithful service, even when others may not notice it.
Reflection: What would it look like to bring care and integrity to one task in front of you today?

02  Proverbs 16:3

Paraphrase: Entrust your plans and efforts to God, asking for wisdom as you act. This is an invitation to place your 
ambitions before God and remain open to direction, rather than relying on your plans alone.
Reflection: Which work decision or goal could you bring honestly to God in prayer?

03  Proverbs 14:23

Paraphrase: Honest effort has value and can lead to something fruitful, while talk without action leaves work 
unfinished. The verse honours practical commitment, even when progress comes through steady, ordinary steps.
Reflection: What small, useful action would move your work forward today?
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Work can bring purpose, challenge and change, and Scripture offers wisdom for each season. These passages 
invite us to serve faithfully, seek God’s guidance and hold hope as we make decisions about our work and 
future.

A note on the Scripture: the verse summaries in this guide are plain-English paraphrases, not quotations from a 
particular Bible translation. Read each passage in your preferred Bible for its full wording and context.

 
04  Ecclesiastes 9:10

Paraphrase: Give your present responsibilities energy and attention, doing the work before you as well as you can. 
This wisdom calls us to use our abilities purposefully while we have the opportunity.
Reflection: What ability or opportunity could you use more fully in your current role?

05  Genesis 2:15

Paraphrase: From the beginning, people were given meaningful work: to tend what was entrusted to them and care 
for it. Work can therefore be understood as stewardship, involving both responsibility and attentive care.
Reflection: What has been entrusted to your care at work, and how might you tend it well?

06  Psalm 90:17

Paraphrase: This prayer asks God to show favour and to establish the work of human hands. It expresses a hope 
that our efforts, though limited, may be strengthened and made meaningful through God’s help.
Reflection: Where would you value God’s help to bring steadiness or purpose to your work?

07  1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

Paraphrase: The passage encourages a quiet, responsible life, doing one’s own work and living with integrity 
among others. Such conduct can build trust and help us relate generously and respectfully to the people around us.
Reflection: How can your everyday conduct make work or community life more trustworthy?
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Steady work, steady growth

Purpose is expressed in the care we give, the work we complete and the ways we serve others.

 
08  Proverbs 22:29

Paraphrase: A person who develops skill and care in their work may be trusted with meaningful responsibility. The 
verse points to the value of practice and excellence, not as a guarantee of status, but as a way to serve well.
Reflection: What skill could you strengthen through patient practice and good support?

09  Galatians 6:9

Paraphrase: Do not give up doing what is good simply because the results are slow to appear. In time, faithful 
perseverance can bear fruit, so keep going with patience while also receiving the rest and support you need.
Reflection: What good effort needs patience, and who could encourage you along the way?

10  Jeremiah 29:11

Paraphrase: Spoken to people living through exile, this promise points to God’s intention for their future and their 
hope. It can remind us to seek God in uncertain seasons, while reading the passage in its original setting rather 
than treating it as a guarantee of a particular career outcome.
Reflection: How might hope in God shape the way you face uncertainty about work?

 
A simple prayer

God, guide me in my work and help me use my abilities with care. Give me wisdom for the choices ahead, patience 
for the tasks before me and hope in every season. May my work serve others and honour you. Amen.
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Keep growing with hope


