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Friendship can bring joy, strength and comfort through every season of life. These passages offer encouragement
for building caring relationships and sharing a life of faith with others.

A note on the Scripture: the verse summaries in this guide are plain-English paraphrases, not quotations from a
particular Bible translation. Read each passage in your preferred Bible for its full wording and context.

Proverbs 17:17

Paraphrase: A true friend offers love consistently, and a close companion can stand beside us when life becomes
difficult.
Reflection: What is one thoughtful way you could show a friend that you are present for them?

Proverbs 27:17

Paraphrase: Friends can help one another grow in wisdom and character. Honest, caring conversation can
sharpen our understanding and encourage us to live well.
Reflection: Who helps you grow, and how can you offer that same encouragement in return?

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

Paraphrase: Shared effort can bring a better outcome than working alone. When one person stumbles, a
companion can help them back up.

Reflection: When have you been helped by someone, or had the chance to help another person rise again?

Friendship in Practice

Love becomes visible in the ways we listen, serve and keep showing up for one another. These passages invite us
to make care part of everyday community life.

John 15:13

Paraphrase: Love is shown in a profound way when someone willingly puts another person's good before their
own, even at great personal cost.
Reflection: What might generous, self-giving care look like in one of your relationships this week?

Hebrews 10:24-25

Paraphrase: We can pay attention to one another and find ways to encourage love and good actions. Meeting
together helps us strengthen one another, especially when someone needs support.
Reflection: Who could you encourage to take a hopeful next step, and how might you do it?

Romans 12:10

Paraphrase: Treat one another with the devoted affection of a family. Let respect show in the way you honour and
value the people around you.

Reflection: How can you help someone in your community feel respected and welcomed?

Galatians 6:2

Paraphrase: We are called to help carry one another's heavy burdens. Compassionate support makes difficult
seasons less lonely and reflects the care of Christ.
Reflection: Is there a practical burden you could help someone carry, while also respecting what they need?

A Community That
Encourages

A welcoming community makes room for encouragement, trustworthy connection and shared devotion. These
passages remind us that care can shape the way we live together.

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Paraphrase: Keep encouraging and strengthening one another. Words of hope and faithful support can help people
continue with courage.

Reflection: What sincere words of encouragement could you share with someone today?

Proverbs 18:24

Paraphrase: Having many acquaintances is not the same as having a faithful friend. A steadfast companion can
offer a closeness that is deeply precious.
Reflection: What qualities help you recognise a trustworthy and faithful friendship?

Acts 2:42

Paraphrase: The early believers devoted themselves to learning from the apostles, sharing life together, breaking
bread and praying. Their community was shaped by faith and regular fellowship.
Reflection: Which shared practice, learning, a meal, prayer or fellowship, could help your community grow closer?

A Short Prayer

God, thank you for the people who walk beside us. Help us listen with care, offer encouragement and share one
another's burdens. Make our community welcoming, faithful and full of love. Amen.
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